To the editor, We read with great interest the recent work by Morton et al. 1 We would like to draw attention to the oxygen concentration used during the recruitment maneuver and its possible detrimental effects on respiratory mechanics. While the pressure values and times that were applied during the recruitment maneuver were given in detail, no information is provided on the gas concentrations used.
It is well known that if the gas mixture used in mechanical ventilation enters the blood faster than it is inspired in the lungs, absorption atelectasis forms. This mechanism could occur in the recruitment maneuver if high levels of oxygen are used, which would worsen respiratory mechanics in contradiction to the model predictions. However, lower oxygen concentrations are often not possible in critically ill patients who are often receiving higher oxygen concentrations out of necessity.
In order to prevent this problem, we suggest the following: monitor the pressure values and times, as well as concentrations of the gas mixtures that are used during the recruitment maneuver to hold the oxygen concentration at lower levels. Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.
